Milford Nature Center School-age Programs
4th and Above
Fill the Bill (60 min., any season, max # 30, 3rd to 5th)
This program is for the birds! Children will use hands on materials to understand the adaptations birds
have to aid in their survival.

Habitat Walk (45 min., spring-fall, max # 30, 3rd to 5th)
Every animal has a habitat. Children will learn what a habitat is and compare the kinds of life in different
habitats on our nature trail.

Environmental Forensics (90 min., any season, max # 20, 4th to 6th)
Can your students solve the “Mystery of the Lifeless Wildlife"? Some ill-doer is wreaking havoc on our
nature trail! Your students will follow the clues to solve the mystery. This program may have limited
availability due to staff availability.

Water We Have Here? (90 min., spring-fall, max. #30, 5th to 7th)
Explore the aquatic life found around the Nature Center by collecting animals and using various
methods to compare different aquatic habitats.

Prairie Animals (45 min., any season, 4th to H.S.)
Live animals and various animal artifacts will introduce audiences to some native prairie wildlife and
their favorite habitat. This program is also popular with residents of nursing homes, who are often
prompted to reminisce about the "good-ol' days".

Kansas Vertebrates (60 min., any season, 5th to H.S.)
Live animals will be used to introduce the concepts of animal classification and adaptation.

Orienteering (60 min., spring/fall, max. #30, 6th to Adults)
After learning a few basic orienteering skills, participants will use a compass to complete an outdoor
scavenger hunt on the Nature Center grounds.

Jurassic Rocks (45 min., any season, 5th to Adults)
Audiences will have a chance to get their hands on some Kansas fossils and learn what our state would
have been like millions of years ago.

Team Challenge (45 min., any season, max # 25, 6th to Senior Citizens)
Your group will learn teamwork as they try to solve a series of puzzles. Dress in comfortable exercise
clothes for this outdoor activity.

All Ages
The "Unhuggables" (45 min., any season, all ages)
There are some animals that have few admirers yet help us in ways we do not always recognize. This live
animal program will help viewers understand a few of them, and perhaps overcome their fear of some
of nature's critters!
Also available ... Bats and/or Spiders

Birds of Prey (45 min., any season, all ages)
Live residents of the Nature Center such as a Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, or maybe even a
Turkey Vulture will engage your students as they learn about these fascinating animals first-hand.
Also available ... Nightime Diners: Owls. Learn more about the amazing skills of owls in this live animal
presentation featuring several common Kansas owl species.

The Snake's Tale (45 min., any season, all ages)
What better way to get to know these often-misunderstood creatures then with hands-on experience?
Let one of our naturalists introduce your group to several species of common Kansas snakes.

Scavenger Hunt (30 min., any season)
These indoor and/or outdoor scavenger hunts will familiarize students with the Nature Center and
Tallgrass Trail.

Kansas Symbols (45 min., any season)
Meet the different "natural" symbols of Kansas. Learn about bison, the meadowlark, the sunflower, the
honeybee, the cottonwood tree, the box turtle, and the tiger salamander. This program is great for
Kansas Day celebrations.
Field Trip Considerations
Arrival
We have certain guidelines in place during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please call us for the most recent
information about those guidelines.
It is especially important that you arrive on time. We suggest arriving 10 minutes before the start of your
program to unload the students, take restroom breaks as needed, and bring them inside.

Picnic Area/Playground
There is a picnic shelter and playground area for use by groups at the Nature Center. The shelter houses
10 picnic tables that can easily seat about 8 to the table, more if necessary. The shelter cannot be
reserved but is available on a first come, first serve basis. Grilling is not allowed unless prior permission
is obtained. Many other picnic areas can be found nearby, and we will happily give direction to another
nearby site.
The playground area has a nature theme and is adjacent to the shelter. Students can jump on the back
of a spider, climb through a spider's web, slide through the "insides" of a snake, or walk on a centipede
while visiting the playground. There is also a sandbox and concrete animal structures to climb on.
There is a pop machine located outside the Nature Center. Soda and water selections are $2.50 for a 20
oz. bottle.

Nature Center Gift Shop
There is a small gift shop at the Nature Center with a variety of nature-related items for sale. You may
wish to notify your students in advance if they will be allowed to make purchases.

Accessibility
The Milford Nature Center and Fish Hatchery are wheelchair-accessible. The walking paths and
playground are woodchipped surfaces. Please notify us of any special needs at the time of scheduling.

Self-Guided Visits

Self-guided visits enable teachers to take advantage of our site and facilities even when Nature Center
staff are not available. Advance notification is required when groups are wishing to take a self-guided
tour.

